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	ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT:

	Actress goes to "camp"

	CARRIE BRUNET

	While commercial work might get her recognized on the street (she's the sweaty girl on the stationary bike form the Dasani ad) and help pay her rent Annex resident Melissa Jane Shaw can't wait for the Fringe every year. 

Her third time at the independent theatre festival Shaw calls it "summer camp." 

"There's a lot of professionals who do the Fringe," said Shaw. "We all do it for the love of it. We're not doing it for the money." 

The festival that chooses plays based on a lottery system allows independent playwrights and producers to show productions at an affordable cost. 

This year, Shaw will be acting in a production called It was Kit: The True Story of Christopher Marlowe. 

"It's written by this young playwright, Alison Wood," said Shaw. "She's written 26 plays, that have been produced in one way or another around the country, but she's still under the radar." 

The quirky, satirical look at the life of Marlowe and his contemporaries (playwrigths like William Shakespeare) begs many questions to be answered, but leaves the answers up the audience's imagination. 

Was he homosexual? Did he write Shakespeare's plays? Was he murdered? 

"People don't know that much about him," said Shaw. 

In the show Shaw plays Eleanor Bull who was alleged to have had some sort of romantic attachment to Marlowe. What kind of romantic attachment? They won't say. 

"We allude to it," said Shaw, adding that she has taken certain liberties with the character because so little is known about her. 

"She's a bit of a drama queen," said Shaw. "She's nouveau riche, so she likes to wear pearls and fancy corsets, but she's still slogging beer." 

The show, which runs an hour-- although Shaw thinks it should be almost two hours, will be onstage at the Tarragon Theatre. 

See Shaw and the rest of the 12-actor cast in the show this July. 

For show times visit the Fringe Festival website at www.fringetoronto.com 


