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	The name Melissa-Jane Shaw may not be familiar to many Canadians, but chances are her face is. Melissa-Jane has appeared Canadian commercials such as Canadian Tire, Coke, Dasani, McDonalds, Molson, and Toyota, to name a few. 

This past summer Melissa-Jane was cast as the lead in the Bravo!FACT short film Grocery Mishap, which began screening at festivals, including the Canadian Filmmakers Festival, in March. 

Most recently, Melissa-Jane has taken on the world of animation, playing ‘Best Friend Bear’ in Care Bear Adventures III, and lead character ‘Sajuica’ on Erky Perky which came in last year as YTV’s #1 new series. 

Melissa-Jane’s passion is, and always will be, theatre. With credits spanning from large to small, Shaw has been making audiences laugh and cry for the better part of the decade. Next up is the role of Stella in the Canadian Professional Premiere of Anthony Minghella’s Whale Music being directed by Rosemary Dunsmore and taking place at the Tarragon Theatre in Toronto this month.

Movie Entertainment had the pleasure of catching up with the Nova Scotia-born multi-faceted Shaw for a quick chat about a few of her favourite things.

Beverly Hills 90210 or Melrose Place: “90210, baby! My girlfriends (The “13 Princesses”) all had characters. I was Andrea Zuckerman because I was the semi-cool school nerd who went away for school.” 

Comfort food: “Brown toast with PB & J and hot chocolate.”

Favourite movie: “There’s so many! If I want to cry, Bridges of Madison County. If I want to laugh, Princess Bride. If I want to change the world, Blood Diamond. If I want to see some drama, Magnolia. If I want to be nostalgic, Never Ending Story. I really dug Anthony Minghella’s new release, Breaking and Entering. I adore good films.”

I can’t live without: “Warm baths. Hot actually. At least once a week to decompress.”

Inspiration: “My father for his strength. My mother for her heart.”

Dream vacation destination: “I love to travel. I’d say anywhere warm, with history, culture and a different perspective on living. A beach is a nice bonus. I love to scuba dive and be a mermaid!”

Indulgence: “Red wine and dark chocolate. Every day. Just a little of each.”

My life is: “Great! Lucky to be where I am, with amazing people in my life, doing the things I’m doing. I’m very busy right now, but there’s a vacation in the horizon waiting for me…”

Fondest memory: “Summers in Nova Scotia playing on the ocean with all my cousins. Putting on plays, sleeping outside in our tent, getting into mischief and being kids without a care in the world.”

Best gift you’ve ever received: “A personalized Super-Hero uniform and ring designed by my lover-man. It showed incredible creativity, thought and humour.”

Want more Melissa-Jane? Visit http://www.melissajaneshaw.com/ for more info.
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